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which perhaps would be the more proper, because
it sometimes happens that such an interlocutor is
spoken to with greater freedom than an ambas-
sador; for the refusals he meets, or the proposals
he makes, have no ministerial consequences; and
thus each party gains information, without either
being offended.

Pay serious attention to this, I request. In
vain you recommend me to act privately; permit
me to inform * you that, in despite of all my
efforts, this is impracticable. I have too much
celebrity, too much intercourse with Prince Henry,
who is a true Joan of Arc, and who has no secrets
of any kind. I am made to speak when I am
silent; and when I say anything it is unfaithfully
repeated. It is impossible to conceive all that has
been attributed to me since the King's death;
that is to say, since an epocha when I have taken
advantage of the interruption of social meetings
to keep myself recluse, and to labour only by
mining. Count d'Esterno discredits me all in his
power. The English Embassy exclaims " Fcenum
habei in cornu, longe fuge" The favourites keep me
at a distance; the wits, the priests, and theless I have credentials, at least as an assistant;iny; that his trifling
